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Using DWW Resources to 

Support Instruction for School Improvement

Teaching Text Structure

to Support Comprehension
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• A national content center that provides materials and 

technical assistance 

• Supports instruction in literacy, mathematics, science, 

special education, and with English language learners

• Builds on expert research reviews to identify effective 

practices

• Uses a LEARNSEEDO model to translate research-

based practices into practical tools to improve instruction

Overview of COI and DWW

Support school improvement initiatives…

…with practical implementation resources
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LEARN about Focus on Text Structure
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What does this mean for instruction?

• Explain how to identify and connect 

the parts of narrative texts.

o Model story elements

o Plan story mapping or sequencing 

activities

• Introduce and provide instruction on 

common structures of informational 

or expository text.

o Use questions to focus on 

important information 

o Encourage students to look for clue 

words

o Provide graphic organizers (e.g., to 

compare and contrast or identify 

cause and effect)

LEARN: Research Findings

Students who are taught to understand text structure
have larger gains in comprehension.
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Questions?
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SEE
Informational

Text Example

How might you use

these strategies?
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Discuss and share strategies…
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SEE
Narrative

Text Example

How do you use

graphic organizers?
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1. Use an Instructional Planner: 

Observe instruction and 

develop plans for teaching 

about narrative or informational 

text structure. 

2. Use a Professional 

Development tool:

Learn about the key features 

of text structure and discuss 

teaching strategies. 

DO: Teach Text Structure
Follow-Up Activities
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Follow an Idea for Action
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dww.ed.govwww.centeroninstruction.org

More adolescent literacy resources…
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Downloadable Webinar Resources

• PPT slideshow

• PPT presenter notes

• Participant note-taking form

• Handouts
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Slide 23 1. Visual Diagram 

2. Practice Guide

3. Overview transcript 

4. Slideshow transcript (Nonfiction Structure)

5. Sample Material (Nonfiction Activities)

6. Sample Material (Graphic Organizer)

7. Slideshow transcript (Narrative Structure)

8. Sample Material (Narrative Activities)

9. Tool (Instructional Planner)

10. Tool (Learning About Structure)

11. Topic Inventory

12. COI Resource List

13. DWW Resource List

Webinar

Handouts
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The Center on Instruction is operated by RMC Research Corporation in 

partnership with the Florida Center for Reading Research at Florida State 

University; Instructional Research Group; Lawrence Hall of Science at the 

University of California-Berkeley; the Texas Institute for Measurement, 

Evaluation, and Statistics at the University of Houston; and The Meadows Center 

for Preventing Educational Risk at the University of Texas at Austin.

The contents of this PowerPoint were developed under cooperative agreement 

S283B050034 with the U.S. Department of Education. However, these contents 

do not necessarily represent the policy of the Department of Education, and you 

should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government.

2011

The Center on Instruction requests that no changes be made to the content or 

appearance of this product.

To download a copy of this document, visit www.centeroninstruction.org
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